My Dear Rotary Friends
Last week I participated in a tribute to a
fellow District Governor Dave Hamilton
who is battling cancer. Throughout the
virtual event, we reflected on the incredible work Dave has done throughout this
life and how he truly lived the Rotary motto of Service
Above Self.
Listening in, I was reminded of a song my daughter introduced me to called “I was here” performed by Beyonce at
the United Nations for World Humanitarian Day. The
song lyrics read:
I want to leave my footprints on the sands of time
Know there was something that, something that I left
behind
When I leave this world, I'll leave no regrets
Leave something to remember, so they won't forget
I was here, I lived, I loved, I was here
I did, I've done, everything that I wanted
And it was more than I thought it would be
I will leave my mark so everyone will know I was here
I just want them to know
That I gave my all, did my best
Brought someone some happiness
Left this world a little better just because
I was here, I lived, I loved, I was here
I really encourage you to listen to the full song and watch
the music video I WAS HERE
Just like Dave, we all have the ability to leave our mark on
the world and to make a difference within our families,
our communities, and the world. Whether that’s joining
the global RI mission to eradicate polio, helping to invest
in access to clean water in underserved countries, supporting road clean up in our communities, or even helping
to deliver food for families less fortunate – everything of
action matters. This is a life-long commitment to service
and a life-long commitment to ask yourself “what more
can I do today to make tomorrow a better day” (a motto
introduced to me by inspirational speaker John O’Leary).
One of my favorite activities of the year has always been
joining the District Conference to hear about the great
work different clubs are doing to make a difference. While
normally, I would be in the throughs of planning and

promoting my District Conference, COVID has other
plans and like most everything else, we will be holding a
virtual event. I recognize there is “Zoom fatigue” and I
commit to making this event – and all other virtual events
-- as fun, interactive and valuable as possible.
As part of that commitment, I am thrilled to announce
that on Monday May 3rd a Multi District Membership
Monday program will have the very special guest speaker,
Ms. Sylvia Whitlock -- the first woman president of a Rotary club who was involved in a lawsuit brought to the US
Supreme court that fought for women to be allowed to
join Rotary. Our current RI Director and next year’s RI
Vice President Valarie Wafer will also be joining the event
demonstrating the trailblazing leadership of the women in
Rotary.
Other events on the horizon include former RI President
Barry Rassin speaking on Tuesday May 11 about shaping
Rotary’s future and how it could relate to the Rotary clubs
in upstate NY as well as another virtual trivia night which
I know many enjoyed in the past!
As I close out yet another monthly newsletter, I want to
thank Dave Hamilton for his service to Rotary and thank
all of your for continuing to engage throughout this difficult year.

Keep safe and healthy – until we ZOOM again,

DG Matt
PS – Please check out the Happy Hour challenge from
District Foundation Chair Doug Larison TRF Happy Dollar Challenge Have you received your COVID 19 shots yet?
Show your happiness by contributing $100 Happy Dollars
to TRF’s Annual Fund this year! Here are the rules: Donate a new $100 amount to the Rotary Foundation in any
one of the following funds: Annual Fund (Share), Polio
Plus, or the Endowment (share) once you get your first
shot of the COVID-19 vaccination. Contributions can be
made on a Rotary Foundation collection form, that can be
googled. Be sure to include your Rotary membership
number. Send me your name, address, how much you donated and to which fund you donated. I will send you the
$1 American Innovation dollar that features the invention
of the polio vaccine.

Purchase gas from the neighborhood gas station even if it costs more. Next winter when it’s
6 degrees and your car won’t start, you’ll be glad they know you.

Does your Club want to apply for a Global Grant?????
This seminar is mandated when applying for a Global Grant.

Should you or your club be interested in joining the hour and a half presentation, please contact Lana Rouff,
Global Grants Chair, at LanaRouff@gmail.com. A link will then be sent to you.
To learn more or prepare, take the following steps:
www.rotary.org
My Rotary
Rotary Foundation
Applying for Global Grants
Global Grants

This site will help you understand more about Global Grants before the seminar.
Our district has been extremely proactive in working with districts around the world in bringing them a better
quality of life.
Global Grant projects which District 7170 has proudly supported during last 5 years:
India (Madras Coromandel) – Water in Schools
Nepal – Sanitation
Mongolia/Australia – Skills in conflict prevention and management
Ghana – Telemedicine & Purchase of medical supplies
Costa Rica – Water systems
Turkey - EEG Machine
Tijuana – Dental Clinic
Haiti – Incinerator for Hospital
India (Kerala State) - potable water pump station
Greece (Thessaloniki) – toilets and ramp in hospital
Uganda – Clean Water
India (Jhoole) - Training of Woman for business
Scholarship for a Cornell Graduate – LSE – Clean Water - Colombia
District 7170 – Opioid Prevention
India (Madras Coromandel) – COVID Relief Equipment
International Projects:

Viet Nam –Cleft Palate – Binghamton Club as International Partner
COVID – Food Banks in District 7170 – Supported by District Reserves
Sanitary Kits for Young Women in Nairobi, Kenya – Binghamton, Edmeston, Bainbridge, Owego, Hobart,
Trumansburg
Plus, the many projects supported by District International Grants.
Keep up the great work!!
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Learn to show enthusiasm, even when you don’t feel like it.

CLUB

MEMBER

SPONSOR

Cooperstown

Francesca Aambello

Richard Sternberg

Gay Faith

Richard Sternberg

Endicott

Sue Bachman

Darlene Leonard

Trumansburg

Angel Stillions

Kathleen Overbaugh

Are you a committed Rotarian looking for a way to engage?
Do you like working with college students and young adults?
District 7170 is looking for a Rotarian to help support and grow Rotaract in our District. To learn more please
contact DGE Evan Kurtz, emkurtz56@gamil.com or 607-423-2693

Remember to submit your competed grant request by May 15th to Grants Committee Chair Cindy Burger
(csburger@frontiernet.net )and promptly respond to any questions. Any application that is incomplete
as of midnight May 31 will not be considered. Contact Cindy if you missed the February 13 grants
webinar and would like to see the recording.

Hello, my name is Chris and I lived in Groton 1969/70 with Bill and Eileen Croney in Park Street. I had
met the family the previous year when Bill Croney was seconded at Glasgow University in Scotland. Once home, they contacted my parents and asked if they would allow me to come and live with
them and their daughters for the year, I am honored and delighted that this is what happened. I attended
Groton Central High School and I would like to thank Groton Rotary Club for everything they did for
me over that period.
At that time there was an exchange student called Gunnar Steinbeck from Sweden. The Rotary were so
kind to me, anything Gunnar was given, I also was treated the same way. Mr. Tom O’Hara, Mr. Jones
(pharmacist) in Groton, Mr. Halliday were a few whom I remember were extremely kind and intact there
was a Welcome pool party at The Jones home for Gunnar, Sue Prater (from Australia) living in another
local village and myself. Now that was 1969/70 and to this day I am still in touch with lots of the students from Groton Central at the time. Still in touch with Eileen Croney whom I have the honor of calling her my American Mum and Linda Liesse and Lori their three daughters.
Now I am going on a bit now but just wanted to once again say a huge THANK YOU to Groton Rotary. I recently posted pictures on one of the Facebook Groton Pages. I had the most wonderful
time Thank you all.
Be safe from this virus that is throughout the world God Bless America
Chris
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Learn to show cheerfulness, even when you don’t feel like it.

As many of you know, I will be District Governor in the year 2023-2024. During
the time leading up to my year, I will be preparing for my year and I will have to
devote much time to that. As a consequence, one of the extra functions will have
to be given up. So I am asking if anyone would like to take over as the District
Newsletter Editor. Please don’t worry, I will be here to help guide you with any
questions or concerns you may have. I would like to hand over the reins this
coming July 1st. So if you are interested, please contact me at
goddesscindy48@gmail.com. We can arrange to talk about the newsletter and
what it entails.
Thank you,
Cindy Kain Trumansburg Rotary
DGND 2023-2024
District 7170
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Avoid like the plague any lawsuit.
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Don’t jaywalk.
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Never ask a lawyer or accountant for business advice. They are trained to find problems, not solutions.
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Matt Adler
District Governor
2020-2021
1835 Beach Rd.
Apalachin, NY 13732
Phone:
(H) 607-625-2668
(C) 607-765-6853
E-mail:

mbadler@stny.rr.com
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2021 International
Convention in Taipei
Www.rotary
dictrict7170.org

